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At the present time, China‘s morchsnt marine and shipping is in & state of re-
organizetion. More ships ere being purchesed, new routes are being suthorized
by the Chinese government, and sailors are being trained to man this new Chiness
merchent marine. Although Dr. SUN Yat~sen recognized the need for & union of
the merchant merine , the Chinese Semmen's Special Commissioners Office was not
esteblished until 1936. Lt General YANG Bu, police garrison commander in Shang-
hai in 1832, was eppointed chairmsn. His staff consists of about & hundred
people. The governing btody of the organization is the Ministry of Sociel
Affairs.

The Commission has been organizing the Chinese sailors intc a2 union for about
ten years., Todey there is a total membership of approximately 100,000; 30,000
of theese in Shanghei alone. .

The work of the crgenization was hindered during the war. Even today it still
is not strong enough to foroce desired reforms through collsotive bargaining,
although at present it i1s eiding the seamen of Jardine & Matheson in their
fight for higher weges. When & national constitution is adopted, the Chinese
Seamen’s 8pecial Commissioner’s Office will be reorganized into the Netional
Chinese Seamen's Union, similar to the Fatiomal Maritime Union in the United
States.

The orgenigation draws its finencial support from two sources: (1) a membership
fee of 600 CNC per month from sach member, and (2) a subsidy from the National
Treasury for payment of the steff. The maln office of the Commiasion is locate
ed at No. 171 Chapoo Road, Shenghel. There is an executive committee under which
there are five sections: (L) the Orgeniszing apnd Training Section, (2) the
General Affairs Seotion, (3) the Business Section, (4) the Investigating Section,
and (6) the Welfare and Benaflt Section,  In addition to these, there 1z alsoc a
Demobilizetion Commission.

Members are usually divided Into threa clsssifications:

Class I: Officers, englueers, wireless operators, No.l electricisns in motor
vessels, and ship's dootors. :

Class 1I: Boatswain or seécond boatawain, oarpenter or second oarpenter, quarter-
master in seugoing vessels other then tenkers, No.l fireman, fitter, electrician,
pumpmen, chief steward, chief {or ship's) cook, No.l painter.

Class 1I1: Quartermsster in tanker, firemsn, engine room hand, wiper, trimmer,

greeser, storekeeper, sallor, deckhand, donkeyman, painter tppt steward,
cook, lsundryman, general servent, cnd orew boy. %
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